
DER DEKAN DER HISTORISCH-KULTURWISSENSCHAFTLICHEN FAKULTÄT 
DAS INSTITUT FÜR BYZANTINISTIK UND NEOGRÄZISTIK DER UNIVERSITÄT WIEN 

UND 
DIE ÖSTERREICHISCHE GESELLSCHAFT FÜR NEUGRIECHISCHE STUDIEN 

 
beehren sich, zu folgendem Vortrag einzuladen:  

 
 
 

Montag, 19. November 2012, 18:30 Uhr 
 

Prof. Dr. Evangelia THOMADAKI 
Democritus University of Thrace 

 

Striving for a 'simple' (literary) language: 
linguistic choices in the texts of Rigas Velestinlis  

 

Developing a standard form of Modern Greek literary language was a crucial issue in 

the agenda of Greek intellectuals during the 17th/18th century. Rigas Velestinlis 

(Feraios) was the author not only of the widely known texts calling for a revolution 

against the Ottoman rule, but also of texts aiming both at educating and entertaining 

his readers, which are heavily influenced by the Enlightenment. These texts attest to 

the constant struggle between the high register ideal, adopted by proponents of the 

archaising language, and more vernacular forms, as well as to the influence of 

everyday dialectic usage and the necessity to introduce modern scientific or political 

terminology. Especially interesting is how foreign terms are handled and the extent to 

which borrowing and coinage strike a balance therein. Furthermore, it seems that 

prosodic form in contrast to prose imposes different demands on language 

(vocabulary and grammar) and thereby guides some of Rigas’ linguistic choices. 

Particularly clear is the difference in the amount of high-style linguistic elements 

incorporated (or tolerated) in Rigas’ texts which make popular literature or scientific 

knowledge accessible to a literate audience in comparison to those composed in the 

context of his activities as a revolutionary. 

 

Der Vortrag findet am Institut für Byzantinistik und Neogräzistik  
der Universität Wien statt. 

(1010 Wien, Postgasse 7, 1. Stiege, 3. Stock, Lift)  
 
 

Anschließend wird zu einem Glas Wein gebeten!  
Eintritt frei. Gäste willkommen! 
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    Institut für Byzantinistik und Neogräzistik der Universität Wien 

www.byzneo.univie.ac.at/ 


